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Okay, so I gushed poetically and lyrically about the 7130 VT2 and what a great rod that was. Could Sage make a 
better rod than that? I doubted it - that is until the launch of the new 8129-4 Z-axis. 
 
Without being too poetic and romantic about a stick of graphite I have to say that this is unbelievably good. It is a rod 
to be treasured. I don’t want to use anything else - whether it is for 20 inch brown trout, 15lb steelhead, 50lb Kings or 
even 3” gudgeon… I don’t care - give me a rod that is so perfect and let me snap off my fly and cast.  Don’t talk to me, 
don’t let night fall… leave me with this pleasure!
 
The smooth taper of this rod is incredible. It tip casts with short Scandinavian lines like RIO’s AFS heads and delivers 
such a smooth tight loop that a slight giggle of madness escapes one’s lips.  It loads with a long belly line and flexes 
gracefully down to the lower butt section, generating power for distance and controlled casts and it also loads with a 
skagit line, ripping out the deepest sunk tip and lobbing out big ugly’s with supreme authority.  In short, this rod has no 
equal. Sure you have to use the right line to make it work and of course a 12 ft 9 inch rod isn’t designed for big rivers 
and long casts (or 50lb Kings… I was just waxing poetic), nor will it be fun for trout and small summer run steelies or 
grilse, but what the heck…. This is awesome!
 
While it casts with all lines under the sun and does so with consummate smoothness and ease, this rod combined with 
the 7/8 AFS head (in any density) and a 10ft VersiLeader is perfection.
 
Personally, I find this the king of the Z-axis series.  The other rods in this range don’t ring my bell like this one.  I know 
George Cook, that great caster, hunter and rep out of Washington calls the 7136 his jewel in the Z-axis crown, but not 
for me… Long live the King!
 
Action: 11 out of 10
Cosmetics: 10 out of 10
Line Rating: Skagit: 550 grains, AFS: 7/8, WindCutter 7/8/9, PowerSpey: 7/8
Ideal Line: AFS 7/8 – an insane combination….
Overall: 11 out of 10
 
Footnote.  While I am as accurate as I can be with my summaries and line recommendations, please note that I do like faster action 
rods than many casters.  Some people will prefer to step up one line size from my recommendation. Some people will not like the fast 
rods I do, in which case take my reports with a grain of salt.  Try before you buy!!!
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